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SECRET STATE 048743 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: MASS, TW 

SUBJECT: ROC EMBASSY APPROACH ON F5E’S 

REFERENCE: (A) CHMAAG TAIPEI 20080 1Z JAN. 75 

(B) CSAF 201919Z FEB. 75 

(C) CHMAAG TAIPEI 180801Z FEB. 75 

1. ROC EMBASSY MINISTER CHEN CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY GLEYSTEEN MARCH 4 TO MAKE TWO REQUESTS CON- 
CERNING F5E'S: (A) THAT ROC BE PERMITTED TO DELAY RETURN 
OF 21 US-PRODUCED F5E’S SUPPLIED UNDER ENHANCE PLUS AR 
RANGEMENTS, WITH PAYBACK TAKING PLACE BETWEEN FEBRUARY 
AND AUGUST, 1976 AT RATE OF 3 AIRCRAFT PER MONTH; (B) 

THAT US GIVE PROMPT APPROVAL TO ROC REQUEST TO CO-PRODUCE 
ADDITIONAL 20 F5E'S (REF C). ON POSTPONING ENHANCE PLUS 
PAYBACK, CHEN REFERRED TO ROC NEED TO HAVE TWO SQUADRONS 
OF F5E'S AVAILABLE. WE ASSUME THAT RATIONALE CITED IN 
REF A REMAINS PERTINENT. 
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2. GLEYSTEEN SAID WE WOULD GIVE CAREFUL ATTENTION TO BOTH 
ROC REQUESTS, BUT NOTED THAT REQUEST TO DELAY RETURN OF 
21 US-PRODUCED F5E’S HAD BEEN RAISED BEFORE BY MAAG, AND 
THAT WASHINGTON RESPONSE HAD BEEN NEGATIVE, DUE TO WORLD- 
WIDE DEMAND FOR AIRCRAFT AND US COMMITMENTS TO OTHER 

COUNTRIES. ON ADDITIONAL 20 F5E'S GLEYSTEEN SAID US 
APPRECIATED ROC NEED FOR TIMELY RESPONSE IN ORDER TO 
AVOID DISRUPTING PRODUCTION SCHEDULE AND SAID WE WOULD 
REACH DECISION ON THIS REQUEST AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. FYI: POSSIBILITY OF OUR GRANTING ROC DELAY ON 
RETURN OF 21 ENHANCE PLUS F5E'S SEEMS VIRTUALLY NIL AT 
THIS POINT. NEVERTHELESS, WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY 
VIEWS ON MATTER. KISSINGER 
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